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	Middle childhood: Society and Environment/Investigation, Communication and Participation – Students investigate the ways people interact with each other and with their environments in order to make informed decisions and implement relevant social action.


	Developmental progression of sequenced inquiry skills:

	During this phase students should be taught to develop the following skills of inquiry across the five conceptual outcomes: Time, Continuity and Change; Place and Space; Resources; Culture; and Natural and Social Systems.

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6 
Year 7

	Planning: Preparing for an investigation

	· ways to reflect on current understandings of a topic (eg group brainstorming, shared concept maps)
	· to reflect on current understandings of a topic (eg KWL chart)
	· ways to reflect on current understandings of a topic (eg using graphic organisers for brainstorming, concept maps)
	· to reflect on current understandings of a topic (eg devising own brainstorms, concept maps)

	
	· how to identify factors to be considered
	· to identify factors to be considered (eg cluster web)
	· how to negotiate an investigation, decide appropriate sources and data and record observations

	
	
	
	· how to identify variables

	· how to design a range of questions suited to the purpose of the investigation (eg who, what, where, when, why, how?) 
	· to design a range of questions suited to the purpose of the investigation (eg using focus questions) 
	· how to devise a range of questions (eg different types of questions are used to collect different types of information) 
	· how to develop questions suited to the purpose of the investigation
(eg using three levels of questioning, ‘Six Thinking Hats’) 

	
	· to make predictions
	· to make predictions based on personal experience
	· to reflect on the topic, and make predictions, of possible findings and outcomes

	· how to gather information from a range of sources 
	· ways to gather information from sources 
	· ways to gather information from a range of sources (eg fiction, non-fiction texts, audio-visual, interviews, websites) 
	· ways to gather information from a range of sources (eg primary and secondary sources) 


	Developmental progression of sequenced inquiry skills:

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6 
Year 7

	Planning (continued)

	· to build knowledge of how ICT can be effectively used for inquiry* (ICT)
	· how to search, select and organise information and/or data using ICT* (ICT)
	· to search, select and organise information and/or data using ICT* (ICT)
	· to use ICT to manage the inquiry process, to prepare and monitor plans, to identify inquiry questions and in determining information or data requirements* (ICT)

	· how to plan using teacher-directed format/s
	· to plan using teacher-directed format/s
	· how to plan using appropriate graphic organisers (eg Fishbone diagram, Lotus diagram)
	· to plan using appropriate graphic organisers (eg Fishbone diagram, Lotus diagram)

	· how to use planning protocols 
(eg teacher-guided)
	· how to develop a code of conduct to follow when investigating
	· the protocols and conventions that should be followed when investigating (eg asking permission to use sources, acknowledging and referencing sources)
	· to identify and use ethical protocols and processes

	Conducting: How to locate sources, organise and select information

	· how to predict whether a source of information is likely to be useful for a particular investigation 
	· to use parts of a book (eg table of contents, indexes, glossaries) 
	· to use the parts of a book 
(eg table of contents, indexes, glossaries, appendices, bibliographies) in locating and judging appropriateness of information 
	· to identify specific factors that indicate accuracy or currency of a source 

	· to find information (eg using key words, letters on an encyclopaedia volume, index) 
	· how to gather relevant information from newspapers, magazines, websites 
	· to use reference works such as Australian yearbooks and ‘Who’s Who in Australia’ 
	· to select relevant information from primary and secondary sources 

	· how to locate information within a source (eg subheadings) 
	
	
	


	Developmental progression of sequenced inquiry skills:

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6 
Year 7

	Conducting (continued)

	· to use a specific web page to find information* (ICT)
	· to extract simple information from a variety of websites* (ICT)
	· how to use electronic navigation tools such as hyperlinked text and objects, navigation buttons, site maps* (ICT)
	· to use a variety of search engines to locate information and data relevant to investigations* (ICT)

	
	
	
	· to use ICT to conduct and refine searches, using multiple terms in response to inquiry questions* (ICT)

	· how to use ICT to represent ideas and create responses to problems and tasks* (ICT) (eg digital presentation, graphs) 
	· to use ICT to represent ideas and create responses to problems and tasks* (ICT)
	· to use ICT to represent ideas and create imaginative responses to problems and tasks* (ICT)
	· to use ICT safely, ethically, responsibly and legally* (ICT)

	· how to identify the main idea of the source or section of a source 
	· to identify the main idea and supporting ideas 
	· to identify key ideas from a variety of sources 
	· to disregard information that is not useful to the investigation 

	· how to use a series of photographs to identify processes and/or the main idea(s) 
	· to use a series of photographs to identify processes and/or the main idea(s) 
	· to recognise the main themes or purposes of a series of photographs 
	· to recognise the main and subordinate themes, or purposes, 
of a series of photographs 

	· how to collect information using simple surveys and interviews
	· to collect information using simple surveys and interviews
	· to take notes, while continuing to listen and observe speakers
	

	· how to determine different points of view in different sources 
	· how to identify perspectives in informational text 
	· how to interrogate sources for the views that they represent 
	· to determine techniques of persuasion and stereotyping in 
a variety of texts and media 

	
	
	
	· ways to record information that includes conflicting ideas and/or views from different sources


	Developmental progression of sequenced inquiry skills:

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6 
Year 7

	Conducting (continued)

	· how to transfer information from one context to another (eg key words/ phrases) 
	· to transfer information from one context to another (eg persuasion map, spider map) 
	· how to transfer information from one context to another* (Mathematics) (eg time-order chart, tables, graphs) 
	· to transfer information from one context to another 

	· how to use specified formats for recording
	· to use specified formats for recording
	· how to record information using a variety of formats
	· to use different recording formats 
(eg Venn diagrams, Series of Events chain, Bridging Snapshots, matrix, Persuasion map, time-order chart)

	
	
	
	· ways to refine an investigation

	Processing and Translating: How to process and translate information and develop critical thinking

	· how to interpret particular sources (eg maps, diagrams) 
	· how to interpret a variety of sources (eg text, maps, photographs and diagrams) 
	· to interpret a variety of sources 
(eg text, maps, photographs, diagrams, cartoons, visual text, media) 
	· to interpret pictorial information 
(eg by recognising techniques of persuasion, identifying different points of view and bias) 

	· to distinguish between fact and fiction (eg media messages) 
	
	· ways to make comparisons between information sources 
	· how to identify point of view 

	· how to extract information from a variety of simple tables
	· to extract information from a variety of tables
	· how to use a table to identify the topic or purpose or other identifying data (eg column headings, special symbols such as italics and bold-face type)
	· to use a table to identify the topic or purpose or other identifying data

	· how to interpret data presented in tables and graphs (eg by making simple comparisons, selecting data relevant to a given purpose or problem)
	· to interpret data presented in tables and graphs
	· to make links between elements and describe cause-effect relationships
	· to describe, compare and contrast evidence, events, features and patterns using relevant/specific terminology


	Developmental progression of sequenced inquiry skills:

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6 
Year 7

	Processing and Translating (continued)

	· how to describe information
	· how to develop the use of inferencing skills 
	· how to draw simple inferences from information gathered 
	· to draw simple inferences from information gathered

	
	· how to review information
	· how to recognise where there are information gaps
	· ways to evaluate information to ensure all variables have been included

	· how to use recording formats
	· to use recording formats
	· to use a variety of recording formats
	· to use recording formats to process information to make comparisons, inferences, look for patterns and make generalisations

	· how to present information
	· ways to present information 
(eg for a particular audience)
	· ways to present information 
(eg to persuade or support a particular point of view)
	· ways to justify decisions using evidence from the investigation

	· how to acknowledge information sources (eg listing titles and authors of sources used) 
	· how to acknowledge information sources (eg references) 
	· to acknowledge all information sources (eg referencing protocols, bibliographies) 
	· to acknowledge all information sources 

	· to respect the views of others
	
	· to acknowledge and respect the views of others
	· to respect the views and opinions of others

	Applying and Communicating Findings: How to apply and communicate findings by reflecting on, applying and sharing information with an audience

	· how to translate information in a variety of ways
	· to communicate findings in a variety of forms (eg oral reports, graphs, models, digital media, written reports, timelines, ICT presentations) 
	· how to transfer skills and knowledge of investigation, and communicate findings in a variety of forms (eg oral or written reports, graphs, models, debates, dramatisations, music/songs, digital media) 
	· ways to transfer skills and knowledge of investigation and communicate findings in a variety of forms


	Developmental progression of sequenced inquiry skills:

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6 
Year 7

	Applying and Communicating Findings (continued)

	
	
	
	· that a conclusion needs to relate the information collected, to the purpose of the investigation, and the conclusion drawn

	· how to communicate and/or act on findings in different ways
	· to communicate and/or act on findings in different ways
	· that findings from investigations can lead to the need for further investigation
	· to evaluate findings and justify gaps in information

	· how findings show personal perspective (eg interests, likes/dislikes, background, gender)
	· that the findings of others may have a different perspective
	· that findings may include different perspectives
	· that findings should show appreciation for and inclusion of different perspectives


	Active Citizenship



	How to critically reflect on planned actions and potential consequences when participating in society
Responsible social action involves:

· identifying actions that can be taken, selecting an action to follow, considering how the action may impact on others and their rights.
Teach the principles of social justice to formulate, guide and review social action that supports care of and respect for others (eg ways to plan, review and take action to resolve conflict in a way that respects the views of all parties).

Teach the ethical behaviours required when investigating:

· the procedures, protocols and rules that influence an investigation 

· how to show consideration for other people involved in an investigation 

· to show respect for other people when conducting an investigation, and recognising different points of view

· how to record information that supports a personal view and the views of others

· that copying sections of someone else’s work (also known as plagiarism) is unacceptable unless it is acknowledged

· ways to acknowledge other people’s work.

Teach the ethical issues relevant to Information and Communications Technologies:

· to apply a code of practice when using ICT in terms of safety, ethical practice, legality and responsibility

· to respect individual rights and cultural differences when accessing and delivering information online

· to acknowledge ownership of digital information and be aware of legislation surrounding digital theft and plagiarism

· how to apply strategies for securing and protecting personal and digital information

· to evaluate how their use of ICT meets ethical and legal criteria (eg school contracts)

· to reflect on the use of ICT in the workplace and society.* (ICT)
Teach the use of the democratic process to evaluate social situations, decisions and change:* (Civics & Citizenship)
· in group work; roles and skills

· in group problem-solving skills

· in independent/collaborative investigations
· for generic frameworks/formats (eg ‘Six Thinking Hats’, three-level question guides, open and closed questioning for surveys, interviews and questionnaires, Bloom’s taxonomy [remember, understand, apply, analyse, evaluate, create])
· using graphic organisers (eg Fishbone, mind maps, Venn diagrams, network maps, T-chart, Plus, Minus, Interesting [PMI] chart, What do I Know? What do I Want to Know? What have I Learned? How Have I Learned it? [KWLH] chart, flow diagrams, concept maps).


	Active Citizenship (continued)

	· when locating specific sources for information

· when evaluating sources for accuracy, omission and perspective

· how to ethically use other people’s work 

· when modifying the investigation in response to information collected.
Teach the use of sustainability principles in order to actively engage in local, community and/or global issues* (Civics & Citizenship)
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