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	Middle childhood: Society and Environment/Natural and Social Systems – Students understand that systems provide order to the dynamic natural and social relationships occurring in the world.

	Social science discipline focus: Geography/History/Political Science/Law/Economics

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7

	Suggested topics:

	Natural Systems 
	
	
	

	· distinctive natural ecosystems within Australia and the world (eg Ningaloo reef, Sahara desert)
	· natural cycles (eg animal life cycles)
	· maintaining balance in natural cycles (eg conservation of Australian native flora and fauna)
	· the interrelationships and flows between systems (eg human impact on global warming)

	Political and Legal Systems 
	
	
	

	· role of elected representatives, power, leadership and community service* (Civics & Citizenship) 
(eg local government, community organisations) 

	· features of Australia as a democracy with a constitution, shared values and specific civic features* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg democratic government: elections, structure, representation)
	· power of citizens, including how laws exist to protect rights and freedoms in a democracy* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg Australian legal system: roles of jury, judge, courts) 
	· democracy and civil society in Australia* (Civics & Citizenship) 
(eg roles and links between the levels of government in Australia: local, state, national) 

	
	
	· evolution and development of the principles of democracy* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg freedom of speech, voting, fairness, taking responsible action) 
	· the rights and responsibilities of Australians as global citizens* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg influencing representative bodies in relation to sustainability) 


	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7

	Suggested topics: (continued)

	Economic Systems 
	
	
	

	· access influences health and well-being (eg factors that affect people’s access to goods and services, such as age, gender, location)
	· the processes of production, exchange and consumption
	· trade between countries (eg people buy and sell goods and services: imports/exports)
	· the flows that exist in the production of goods and services (eg the role of the consumer in the production and distribution of goods and services)


	Developmental progression of broad understandings:

	
Year 4-5 
Year 5-6 
Year 6-7

	Natural Systems

	The elements and interrelationships in natural systems

	· that Australia contains a range of landforms 
(eg deserts, rivers, mountains)
	· how natural cycles impact on people
	· ways human activity may impact on the natural system and may cause change (eg global warming)

	
	· that cycles operate within a natural system
	· that an ecosystem is a community of plants, animals and micro-organisms, which are linked by energy and nutrient flows interacting with each other and with the physical environment 
(eg aquatic or terrestrial ecosystems)

	· that people have rights and responsibilities when caring for the natural systems in the environment
	· that maintaining healthy natural cycles means protecting the balance in an area through conservation and/or preservation
	· that decisions made now about the care of the environment will affect people’s well-being in the future* (Civics & Citizenship)

	Political and Legal Systems

	The elements and processes of government and governance

	· that there are three levels of government in Australia* (Civics & Citizenship)
	· how Australia’s representative system of government works* (Civics & Citizenship)
	· about the development and evolution of the principles of democracy* (Civics & Citizenship)

	· role of government* (Civics & Citizenship) 
(eg make decisions, collect revenue, provide community services) contrasted with the role of parliament (eg represent people, make laws, publicly debate issues) 
	· the similarities and differences between the roles of State and Federal Members of Parliament* 
(Civics & Citizenship)
	· how notions of citizenship have been influenced by key civic documents* (Civics & Citizenship) 
(eg United Nations Children’s Fund [UNICEF], Rights of the Child) 


	Developmental progression of broad understandings:

	
Year 4-5 
Year 5-6 
Year 6-7

	Political and Legal Systems (continued)

	· ways citizens participate in the political process* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg class or school council elections and voting) 
	· how State and Federal Members of Parliament are elected* (Civics & Citizenship)
	· what the key features of Australian democracy are* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg citizen access to decision-making; voting, equality before the law, parliament, election, consensus) 

	
	· the principles of democratic decision-making* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg rights and responsibilities, freedom of speech, tolerance, voting – see Discovering Democracy, ‘Stories of the People and Rulers’) 
	· about structures, functions and responsibilities of each level of government in Australia* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg local, state, federal) 

	
	
	· how the federal system of government developed in Australia* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg Federation; see Discovering Democracy, ‘The People Make A Nation’)

	
	
	· how representation and decision-making operate in The Australian Democracy (see Discovering Democracy, ‘Parliament versus Monarch’)* 
(Civics & Citizenship) 

	· that the key civic terms used in Australia* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg democracy, citizen, government, parliament) have been inherited from other times and places 
	· about the concepts of power, leadership and community service* (Civics & Citizenship)
	· ways in which individual citizens can influence decision-making processes* (Civics & Citizenship)

	· how the differing levels of government make decisions, collect revenue and provide community services* (Civics & Citizenship)
	
	


	Developmental progression of broad understandings:

	
Year 4-5 
Year 5-6 
Year 6-7

	Political and Legal Systems (continued)

	The elements and processes of law-making and law enforcement

	· what the differences are between rules and laws (see Discovering Democracy, ‘Rules and Laws’)* (Civics & Citizenship) 
	· what the principles of law are in Australia* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg right to a fair trial, trial by jury, courts, legal personnel) 
	· that laws are made by parliaments and by precedents established in courts (see Discovering Democracy, ‘The Law Rules’)* (Civics & Citizenship) 

	· that other countries’ laws apply to Australians travelling overseas* (Civics & Citizenship)
	· that changes to laws and sources of ideas for new laws in Australia occur in response to issues in society* (Civics & Citizenship)
	

	· alternate ways people can make amends (rather than a punishment) as a consequence of breaking a rule or law* (Civics & Citizenship)
	
	

	
	· that a constitution is an agreed set of rules or guidelines for an organisation* (Civics & Citizenship)
	· that The Australian Constitution is the legal framework for governance in Australia* (Civics & Citizenship)

	Economic Systems

	The elements and interrelationships in the economic system

	· that consumers make choices about the goods and services they would like to buy (eg local shopping centre: goods associated with local shops – food, clothes, videos, books. Services available at local shopping centre: petrol station, dentist, mobile phone and service network; video/Digital Video Disc [DVD] hire)
	· that consumers and businesses are linked by the processes of production, exchange and consumption (eg bread: wheat-farm workers → flour-mill workers → transport workers → baker → consumer → waste-management workers)

	· that the operation of the economic system requires the flow of money, resources, goods and services


	
	
	· that prices influence the decisions of consumers and producers


	Developmental progression of broad understandings:

	
Year 4-5 
Year 5-6 
Year 6-7

	Economic Systems (continued)

	The elements and interrelationships in the economic system

	· why most goods and services are purchased with money (eg notes, coins, plastic cards)
	· justifications for selecting a range of goods and services (eg examine comparative costs when purchasing goods and services; evaluate and recommend value for money purchases; use critical literacy and numeracy skills to assess the accuracy and appropriateness of advertising)
	· how the operation of the economic system can impact positively and/or negatively on people

	
	
	· that regions and countries trade goods and services (eg clothing sold in Australia is made in China; Australian iron ore is sold to China)

	About economic well-being

	· how people’s access to goods and services influences their well-being (eg health services like hospitals)
	· that factors influence a person’s access to goods and services (eg location, income)
	· ways in which support is provided to people in need (eg Meals on Wheels, The Salvation Army, Fred Hollows Foundation)


	Typical sequence of skills:

	(Refer to Investigation, Communication and Participation [ICP] for generic inquiry skills) 

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7

	Planning

	· that when focusing on what happens in natural systems, questions are asked about (eg What elements make up a natural system?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in natural systems, questions are asked about (eg How do the elements within the system affect each other?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in natural systems, questions are asked about (eg Who has responsibility for the care of natural systems? How can we care for natural systems?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in natural systems, questions are asked about (eg How does human activity impact on natural systems?) 

	· that when focusing on what happens in political and legal systems, questions are asked about 
(eg What is the purpose of laws? Who makes the laws? Who enforces the law?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in political and legal systems, questions are asked about 
(eg What is democracy? What rights and responsibilities do citizens of a democracy have? What do the three levels of state government do?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in political and legal systems, questions are asked about (eg What is the background to democracy? In what ways have the rights and responsibilities of citizens of a democracy evolved? How do citizens participate in democratic decision-making? How are state governments elected? What is a 
bi-cameral system of government?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in political and legal systems, questions are asked about (eg What rights and responsibilities do citizens of a democracy have? How do citizens participate in democratic decision-making? How is the Federal Government elected)

	· that when focusing on what happens in economic systems, questions are asked about (eg What are needs and wants? How do people meet their needs and wants?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in economic systems, questions are asked about (eg What are the key elements of the economic system?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in economic systems, questions are asked about (eg Who makes, sells and buys the goods and services that people use?) 
	· that when focusing on what happens in economic systems, questions are asked about (eg How does the economic system impact on people? Who may be advantaged/ disadvantaged by the economic system?) 


	Typical sequence of skills: 

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7

	Conducting

	· how to locate sources that provide up-to-date information (eg maps, year books, consumer organisations, government agencies, government reports, Acts of Parliament, legal documents, census data, organisations and agencies like the One World Centre, Electoral Education Centre, Constitutional Centre) 
	· to locate sources that provide up-to-date information (eg maps, year books, consumer organisations, government agencies, government reports, Acts of Parliament, legal documents, census data, organisations and agencies like the One World Centre, Electoral Education Centre, Constitutional Centre, Parliament, Francis Burt Law Centre) 
	· to gather data and information from relevant sources (eg consumer organisations, government agencies, government reports, Acts of Parliament, legal documents, census data) 
	· to gather data and information from relevant sources  

	
	
	· to relate, compare and evaluate information gained from sources 
	· that sources used will need to be questioned for the views that they represent 

	
	
	
	· how to judge the reliability of evidence 

	Processing and Translating

	· to gather data and information from relevant sources  
	· how to translate information in a variety of ways 
	· to create and interpret databases*  (Mathematics)
	· to review evidence for gaps

	· that sources used will need to be questioned for the views that they represent
	· how to identify, and interpret, systems information using different graphs and comparative diagrams* (Mathematics)
	· to connect similar ideas, and link cause and effect
	· how to compare information from different points of view 

	· how to judge the reliability of evidence 
	
	· to evaluate information to ensure all variables have been included
	· to use flow charts and cycles to describe processes


	Typical sequence of skills: 

	
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7

	Processing and Translating (continued)

	
	
	· how to use flow charts and cycles to describe processes (eg production from raw materials to reaching the consumer) 
	

	Applying and Communicating Findings

	· ways to represent their learning about systems using visual arts, drama, ICT, writing, poetry, film, music formats to communicate findings* (ICT)
	· how to identify immediate implications of findings
	· to communicate findings in a variety of ways (eg oral reports, graphs, models, ICT, written reports) 
	· to communicate findings that propose solutions or actions

	
	
	· to act on findings in different ways
	


	Active Citizenship

	How to critically reflect on planned actions and potential consequences when participating in society
Responsible social action involves:

· identifying actions that can be taken, selecting an action to follow, considering how the action may impact on others and their rights.
Students demonstrate active citizenship through their behaviours and practices in the school environment, in accordance with the principles and values associated with the democratic process, social justice and sustainability.* (Civics & Citizenship)

Students should take opportunities to become involved in citizenship activities at the school level by:
Natural Systems

· participating in conservation strategies (eg water conservation, paper recycling, energy-saving practices, revegetation programs)
Political and Legal Systems
· actively participating in a class and/or school council* (Civics & Citizenship)
· engaging in class meetings* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg follow meeting protocol and structured decision-making processes)
· participating in class and/or school elections for council, factions, leadership roles* (Civics & Citizenship)
· engaging in peer mediation programs and processes* (Civics & Citizenship) (eg participate in peaceful solutions)
Economic Systems
· fundraising (eg make and sell products like toys, cakes, shopping bags; determine a need → devise a plan and budget → target the proposed consumer/market → select the materials → create/make the product → advertise the product → sell the product → donate the profits → evaluate the process in readiness for the next fundraising task)
· developing ethical behaviours (eg being aware of the needs and wants of other groups, determining environmentally friendly goods and services, and considering socially-responsible methods of spending and saving money).
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